Florida Entomological Society

Executive Committee Meeting

August 5, 2001

Stuart Hall

Hutchinson Island Marriott Beach Resort and Marina

Meeting called to order at 4:20 pm.

Executive Committee Attendance:

Pat Greany, Howard Frank, John Capinera, Richard Mankin, Teresa DuChene, Jeff Shapiro, Rob Meagher, Lewis Wright, Herb Oberlander, Abe White, Gregg Nuessly and Ken Bloem.

Business Manager Report (Teresa DuChene) - written report on file
Written report contains key issues that need to be addressed.

As of August 4th a total of 90 persons had pre-registered to attend the FES Annual Meeting; we appear to be on target for a good turnout; $1,350.00 were received from our Industry sponsors and this amount is considerably lower than it has been on previous years; some could be due to weak economy and company consolidation; need to investigate how we can attract additional Industry support; we need to make sure that our current Industry supporters realize how grateful the Society is for their help.

Received request from James T. Griffiths to be considered by the Executive for Emeritus Status; also a request from the Exchange Subscriptions Department with the University of Florida to increase their current membership from 25 to 40; we currently charge them a reduced rate of $20.00 per issue.

The current balances in the Dean Witter is $71,453.21; the Bank of America account has $6,587.62; the figures appear high because we have been gathering the Annual Meeting fees and have not yet paid anything out; this will occur in the next month.  I’ve summarized where our current membership stands and what we can expect in terms of revenue.  There is also a comparison between last year and this year.  We had a very active student representative this year.  Student representative has brought in many new students and some students have remained as members of the Society.  These are the future leaders of the Society.  There has been a significant drop in sustaining members and Journal Subscriptions have also gone down.

Amount of revenue for both Departments for the year is currently showing at $ 25,351.72.  Department 1 is the Membership, where revenue is generated.  Department 2 is the Annual Meeting.  We fully expect to meet the Hotel requirements for the 2001 meeting.  Our current balance is up from our balance of last year mainly because of the $100.00 of IFWA charges.  E. O. Painter sent us $5,000.00 during middle of the year as opposed to end of the year.  We are planning to reduce IFWA costs from 100.00 for a full paper and 50.00 for a scientific note to 50.00 and 25.00, respectively, at the end of the year.  Since the IFWA charge was instituted only one objection to the charge has been received by the Society.

President Greany:  Do we vote on the issues mentioned by Teresa?  How many Executive Committee members are needed to vote?  Emeritus status requires that the member is in good standing with the Society.  Is he in good standing?  Yes.  Vote was unanimous to grant Emeritus status.  Vote on the University of Florida request?  Provides additional access to our Journal.  Vote was unanimous to increase from 25 to 40.  Teresa was instructed to get a list of the Journals that are exchanged for our Journal.  Richard Mankin will post this list on the FES website.

Other discussion pertaining to Financial aspects?  Nothing more to discuss.

2001 Meeting

Local Arrangements Committee (Howard Frank)

Things have gone smoothly.  Hotel has been easy to deal with and very cooperative.  Someone from the hotel could give a few pointers to the attendees about the area.

Mention tour opportunities at the plenary session so that the membership is aware of them.  John Capinera will announce it.  Tours to the Vero Beach Medical Entomology Laboratory and the University of Florida and ARS-USHRL laboratories in Fort Pierce on Wednesday afternoon.  These are sign-up sheets for those who care to go.

Pioneer Lecture (Pat Greany for Norm Leppla)
Our Pioneer Lecturer has arrived at the Meeting with his colleague Tom Dykstra.  Presentation will be excellent.

Newsletter (Lois Wood) - no written report submitted
Editors are not in attendance.  Lois will continue as Editor.  Who will be co-editor?  John said that Aileen Buss been approached about becoming a co-editor and might agree to do it.

Publications - Florida Entomologist (Pat Greany for Richard Baranowski) - no written report submitted
Dick not in attendance but appears he still will remain as Editor for the Journal.

Publications - Florida Entomologist Online (Pat Greany for Tom Walker)

Tom Walker is not in attendance.  Pat wanted to inform the Executive that the Society had been approached by a derivative of the old Bell and Howell company that now has a service involved in electronic distribution of journals through a database called ProQuest; they would like to get 2 copies of our Journal starting with the current issues to incorporate into the database; in exchange they will give us royalties for the sale of their online database.  Give the journal on a continuous basis.  We suggested that they buy 2 copies at the institutional price and deduct the subscription price from the royalties at the end of the year.  They are currently not set-up to work with PDF files.  Contract wording is problematic – some revision might be necessary.  Teresa does not think that we will be receiving any revenue at the end of the year.  Teresa is in favor or giving the journals for free.  Easier than getting into a contract with this company.  John Capinera and Teresa will look into this further.

Tom’s report – e-mailed to some members about 1 week ago.  Pat Greany and Stephanie Bloem did not receive a copy of it.  Tom was interested in the possibility of increasing the Florida Entomologist page charges rather than reducing the IFWA charge.  In other words, eliminating the IFWA charge and absorbing the reduced IFWA into a per page increase.  Vote on this issue was deferred until next meeting.  Teresa will cost out what this change would mean.

Public Relations – no one present from this committee

Student Affairs (Gregg Nuessly) - written report on file

Update on current grant applications.  Seven students applied for travel grants and nine for mini-grants and eight completed (nine total) applications for student scholarships.  Three members and myself volunteered to look over the packages.  Excellent applicants many of them involved in several outside activities.  For the awards a possible few conflicts with students that were not registered at the moment have been resolved.  A total of $3,550.00 will be given out.  Awards were printed and there is a small bill of $36.00 for printing charges.  The logo is now in several format for any one else that needs to use it.  In the travel grants we will have a surplus of about $800.00 out of a total of $1,500.00, which I suggest we carry forward to be used for travel grants to attend the ESA meeting in San Diego next December.  Call for proposals in the next newsletter.  Sixteen students scheduled to give presentations at this meeting.  We need to keep pushing for increased student attendance.  No FAMU students attending this year.

Education Committee Guidelines (Jeff Shapiro) - written report on file

Education Committee sponsored Insect Encounters exhibit at the Florida State Fair in Tampa this year.  Second activity: at the Florida State Science and Engineering Fair we select two student to receive awards, one in a Senior Division and one in a Junior Division.  The Senior Division winner was Gregory J. Oelfke and his project was on houseflies; the Junior Division winner, Vaishali K. Grover, worked on a project on “pest control” of sorts on garden snails.  Some discussion as to whether snail biology projects would qualify for an Entomological Award.  Jeff informed us that her presentation was outstanding.  Greg Oelke will be attending the awards luncheon meeting to receive his award.  Jeff Shapiro will be called on to give the award.

How to find qualified nominees for K-12 awards for teaching?  Very difficult to find nominees; none nominated for this year’s awards.  Teacher’s involved in the TRU program (teachers research update) might be a good place to start.  Nominees’ names need to be in about 1 month before the annual meeting.

Some changes to the Operating Procedures are being proposed and outlined in the written report.  Need to recruit additional judges to be available to judge projects at the Florida State Science Fair.  Fair will be held in Lakeland, FL in 2002.  These judges would concentrate on entomological projects.  Might consider limiting awards to those topics accepted into the FES journal.

Need to update and correct the Membership lists on the FES website.  Pat Greany will take the leadership role in updating guidelines and member lists.

Membership Committee (Steve LaPointe)

No report from this committee.

Sustaining Members (Lewis Wright)

A reduction of 6 sustaining members occurred.  A mail-out was made to these members to renew their FES membership and no response was received.  Suggested the possibility of lobbying the companies when they come into our offices to sell us something.  Take advantage of these opportunities.

Request that we prepare a press release on the FES meeting to be printed/aired as soon as possible.

Honors and Awards (Ken Bloem) – no report submitted

Awards printed and ready to give out at awards luncheon.  Awards for Entomologist of the Year, Team Research, Individual Research and Industry will be given out.

Fiscal Committee (Rob Meagher)

We need an additional person to serve on this Committee.  We still need to hire someone to do the taxes for our Society.  Teresa is a good candidate for this job.  Pat Greany suggested that the fiscal committee make the decision on this and they agreed.

Updated report from Rob indicates that Susie Legaspi has agreed to serve on Fiscal Committee and that Teresa DuChene will be in charge of preparing the Society's tax return.

Long Range Planning Committee (Richard Mankin)

Had a discussion via e-mail about the issue on page charges and IFWA adjustments with other members of the committee.  Decided that the best approach was to follow Tom Walkers proposal.

The 2001 Annual Meeting program and abstracts were posted on the Society Web Site early in July, and have been amended several times when participants emailed changes or corrections.  The process went smoothly for the third consecutive year.  Visits to the Web Site are at an all-time high, about 900 per week.  We are still working out details of updating the membership database on the Web Site.  The machinery is now in place to download or upload amended copies freely, but it has been a slow process to merge the originally separate databases together into a single error-free file.  Rick Brenner has resigned from the committee due to his move to a new position as USDA- ARS Office of Technology Transfer Deputy Assistant Administrator.

Caribbean Conference for 2003 (Howard Frank, Abe White)

Venezuela has offered to host a meeting.  This is their second offer to host.  US Air flies into Caracas.  Universidad Central is where the Entomologists are located; their insect collection is the best in the country.  Isla Margarita is a possible site.  FES meeting would take place the week before their meeting and FES members could stay over to attend the Venezuelan meeting if they wished.  Isla Margarita has good hotels.  Hotels and food is very reasonable there.

In Latin America postal service is not reliable.  Journals get lost and the international membership suffers.  U.S post office restrictions are encumbering the mailing.  We may be losing members because they are getting upset at paying dues and not receiving their journal.

Resolutions Committee– no one present

Election Results

John Capinera new President, Howard Frank is our Presiden Elect, Joe Knapp will be awarded Honorary Status, 2 candidates for Member-at-Large and David Oi was selected by the Membership, Vice President is Richard Mankin in the most hotly contested seat.

Accepting Business Manager’s Financial report?  Unanimous vote to accept it as is.

Gregg Nuessly:  Needs extra judge for student competition.

2002 Meeting site (John Capinera)

Difficult to locate a place; moving the date up by a week.  If we stay away from the beach there are lots of open places.

Adjourn 6:00 pm

MINUTES PREPARED BY S. BLOEM, SECRETARY, FROM RECORDED TAPES AND NOTES.
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